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Background
• The Relative Value Unit (RVU) is a fixed monetary value that is assigned by the Relative Value Update Committee 

(RUC) for a given procedure and is based on the time it takes to perform the procedure as well as the skill, effort, 

judgment, and stress placed on the physician.

• Prior studies have shown discrepancies in RUC estimated times and work relative value units (wRVUs) for procedures 

based on survey data as opposed to directly timing perioperative tasks. 

• This study aims to assess the accuracy of the current timing and calculation methods used by the Center for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services and RUC for wRVUs in perioperative work related to anterior cruciate ligament reconstruction 

surgeries (ACLR). 

• We anticipate that the RUC may underestimate the amount of time required to perform the perioperative work in ACLRs.
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Methods
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• The RUC was contacted to obtain 
a list of perioperative tasks and 
times associated with arthroscopic 
ACLR.

• Perioperative tasks were divided 
into pre-service and post-service 
tasks.

• Thirty consecutive ACLRs were 
prospectively timed over 6 
months.
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Results
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Conclusion
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● The RUC currently underestimates the perioperative work involved in ACLRs by 

41.4 minutes, a 41.4% undervaluation. 

● 40.2 minutes of the undervalued perioperative period were derived from the 

postservice category and represented 0.67 wRVUs.

The RUC should consider using prospective times collected by physicians to calculate a 

more accurate wRVU. In addition, the RUC should consider how modern patient care 

practices and requirements have increased the intensity of work for physicians.
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